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From the Pastor’s Desk...

When we were young we really looked forward

to Christmas and birthdays because we knew we would
be getting presents! We might have made a list of the
things we wanted to get. Getting gifts was a big deal
when we were children. Remember?

But somewhere along the line (hopefully) we
moved from being so excited about getting gifts to
recognizing that giving gifts is more fun and better.

That’s a good step for us. When we are more
excited about giving than in getting we have crossed a g
line; we are beginning to see some degree of maturity in ourselves.

Clearly giving is greater than receiving. Giving and learning to give is basic to our fol-
lowing Christ. Following Christ helps to restore the Imago Dei, the image of God, that we
carry within us. (Theology tells us that the ‘image of God’, which was placed inside humans at
creations, was badly damaged by the ‘fall’ —read Genesis 3: Eve and the forbidden fruit.) When
we follow Christ we begin to take on the characteristics of God, building up that image of God.
St. Paul tells us that ‘God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7)

God is the great giver of all there is. That is one of God’s major characteristics—giving.
As we grow in our faith and continue to follow Christ, we begin to give more and more. That’s
one of the fruits of the spirit, remember? Generosity is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. (Gal. 5:22-23)
If we are truly following Christ the fruits will become evident more and more in our lives.

Yesterday Highlands began our stewardship campaign for 2009. It will last three Sun-
days and conclude at worship with our consecration of our pledges on November 23d. You
should have received a packet of information at church, or you will be seeing it very soon.

As United Methodists we belong to a much larger church than Highlands. We belong to
the family of United Methodists around the world. Through our connection we are literally
touching people around the globe each day in the name of Christ. We have missionaries and
medical teams and work teams that are involved in feeding hungry people, building communi-
ties, giving inoculations against terrible diseases, standing up for peace and justice issues, and
more. Because we are United Methodists we give a portion of our resources to work where we,
personally, cannot be. That’s the beauty of the ‘connection.” We can know our gifts and re-
sources are being well used in many places around the world.

I hope we will all take careful thought about how best we can respond to this opportu-
nity of sharing from the gifts we have received.
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Calendar Items Coming Up:

Nov. 30 Advent 1
Special Guest Preacher: Rev. Bob Murray,
(Executive Director of Camp Sumatanga

December 7 Hanging of the Greens
December 14 Choir Cantata
Fellowship Supper

December 24 (5:30) Carols, Candles,& Communion

Happy Birthday!
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downstairs. o
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The Need is Still There!
Huntsville Assistance Program (HAP)
continues to need food for many fami-
lies in need. Thanks for the drop offs
you’ve left in the church; If you can,
please keep them coming! Nothing is going to waste!
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