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From the Pastor’s Desk...

Il think we can clearly say that @Gwktita ha

This year during our Advent season, the world is already out there
celebrating Christmas, and w
ready know that the world do
anticipating the coming of the King—1Jesus the Christ.

The trappings of the new cult are much the same as the trap-
pings of any Christian family preparing to celebrate the birthday of
Christ: the tree with all its trimming; the packages; the food; the par-
ties; the cards; the lights; the many decorations, etc.

The story is almost the same. The Santa cult seems to know that Christmas is about a
,feeling® and about believing i rstguesofeht hi ng.
manger scene; maybe a backdrop of a Christmas pageant or a soup kitchen with merry makers.

But the cult has a new emphasis. The new emphasis is about a character lightly taken
from Christian history, a bishop of the church; a man who was known and revered for his gen-
erosity and his kindness, a fellow named Nicholas, who lived in Asia Minor in the Fourth Cen-
tury. He became a saint in the church, hence the name St. Nicholas.

l't*"s hard to trace where the North Pole g
reindeer, and the toy manufacturing shoppe a
How does any of this have anything to do with Christmas?

Among all the cult memorabilia there is one picture that works and brings us back to the
,reason for the season. " You don“t see it to
know that Nicholas was a man of deep faith in Christ. He spent his life and his wealth in ser-
vice to Christ, and the funny little picture of the saint kneeling before the manger to worship
Christ is the truest of all the pictures of him.

O come let us adore him, Christ the LORD. Pastor Marijc
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be received on Christmas Eve
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Our Bible Explorers Sunday School Class is beginning to use A Guide to Prayer
for All Who Seek God for their study. This little devotional book uses the Re-
vised Common Lectionary, which will help each student move through the year in
Mar k*s gospel and follow our wors
Fourth Sunday of Advent is: | am Yours, The Faithful Yes.

Calendar Items Coming Up:

December 21 Choir Cantata in worship
(Born a Child; Born a King)
December 24 (5:30)
Carols, Communion, & Candles
December 28 Worship
January 4 (09) Epiphany Sunday

Huntsville Assistance Program (HAP) re-
ports that they gave food to 134 families
last month, and that
they are astonished
at the number of
people, especially
new people, asking
for food.

If it 1s possible,
please bring boxed or canned goods
to Highlands to aid in this on-going

need !
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