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 I think we can clearly say that America has hatched a new cult.  “It is the Santa Cult.”   

This year during our Advent season, the world is already out there 

celebrating Christmas, and we‟re quite familiar with that.  We al-

ready know that the world doesn‟t understand the time of waiting and 

anticipating the coming of the King—Jesus the Christ. 

 The trappings of the new cult are much the same as the trap-

pings of any Christian family preparing to celebrate the birthday of 

Christ:  the tree with all its trimming; the packages; the food; the par-

ties; the cards; the lights; the many decorations, etc. 

   The story is almost the same.  The Santa cult seems to know that Christmas is about a 

„feeling‟ and about believing in something.  There‟s a nod to the Holy Family—statues of the 

manger scene; maybe a backdrop of a Christmas pageant or a soup kitchen with merry makers. 

 But the cult has a new emphasis.  The new emphasis is about a character lightly taken 

from Christian history, a bishop of the church; a man who was known and revered for his gen-

erosity and his kindness, a fellow named Nicholas, who lived in Asia Minor in the Fourth Cen-

tury.  He became a saint in the church, hence the name St. Nicholas. 

 It‟s hard to trace where the North Pole got into the mix.  Or how were the elves, the 

reindeer, and the toy manufacturing shoppe added?  Then there is the „magic night of flight!‟  

How does any of this have anything to do with Christmas? 

  Among all the cult memorabilia there is one picture that works and brings us back to the 

„reason for the season.‟  You don‟t see it too often, but if we are to be true to Santa, we have to 

know that Nicholas was a man of deep faith in Christ.  He spent his life and his wealth in ser-

vice to Christ, and the funny little picture of the saint kneeling before the manger to worship 

Christ is the truest of all the pictures of him. 

 O come let us adore him, Christ the LORD.  Pastor Marjorie 

Our White Christmas offering 
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be received on Christmas Eve 

Alabama Hispanic Association  (AHA) giving gifts! 
Highlands is to be the place for many Christmas gifts this year! 

The Alabama Hispanic Association, whose offices are in our east 

wing at Highlands, is sponsoring a Christmas give away for  

needy Hispanic families in Huntsville.  

AHA members have been gathering toys and clothes for fami-

lies, and will be distributing them this Saturday, Dec. 20th, be-

ginning at 10 a.m.  

 Any Highlanders who would like to contribute to this ef-

fort should bring whatever you can to Highlands this week or 

Saturday.  All gifts will go to very needy children and families.   
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Calendar Items Coming Up: 
 

      December 21  Choir Cantata in worship 

  (Born a Child; Born a King)  

      December 24   (5:30) 

       Carols, Communion, & Candles  

      December 28          Worship  

      January 4 (09)  Epiphany Sunday 

        

We are praying for: 
Virginia Piner 
Gordon & Pat Cottrell 
Tim and Jeannie Hardin 
Jim Patton (cancer) 
John, Joe, & Mollie McColpin 
Faye & Bosie Harris 
Johnnie Williams III 
Co-worker w/ cancer 
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Huntsville Assistance Program (HAP) re-

ports that they gave food to 134 families 

last month, and that 

they are astonished 

at the number of 

people, especially 

new people, asking 

for food.  

If it is possible, 

please bring boxed or canned goods 

to Highlands to aid in this on-going 

need !   

Highlands United Methodist Church 

3921 Broadmor Road, NW 

Huntsville, AL 35810 
Pastor Marjorie E. Palmer   cell:  256 426 1567 
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www .humchurch.org  

 email:  PastMidge613@knology.net 

Office Hours:  Mon 11-12; Wed 4-6 

Millie Whalen (in Florida) 
Ken Kavanaugh (cancer) 
Ira Laney & Family 
George Weldon  
Kellye Davidson 
Kay Weiss 
Sara Jonesτfor remission 
¦ƴǎǇƻƪŜƴ όŦǊƻƳ bŜǿƳŀƴΩǎύ 
Eddie Thomas 

Stewardship Campaign 

report as of mid-December:    

To date we have received 

pledges that amount to 

$78,314.  This represents 

$9662 more money in pledges 

than last year!  What a marvel-

ous  turn out! Thanks belongs 

to each and every one who has responded! 

Also  all leaders who are working 

with budget items, please submit 

your new budget requests to Ray 

Lewis, our Finance Chair, for our 

new budget.  Thank so much! 

 

Our Bible Explorers Sunday School Class is beginning to use A Guide to Prayer 

for All Who Seek God for their study.  This little devotional book uses the Re-

vised Common Lectionary, which will help each student move through the year in 

Mark‟s gospel and follow our worship lections, too.  This coming Sunday:  

Fourth Sunday of Advent is: I am Yours, The Faithful Yes. 
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