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From t he Pastor 6s

If memory serves, | think it was Polonius [in Hamlet], speaking to his
Laertes, ré&€misdabgvaial b: t oWhathi
very good advice that father gave his sboithine own self be true.

Do we too often compromise our own position in order to be accepted
by others? Do we find ourselves saying what we think others want to
hear in order to be O6o0oned wit-
ment, when others are ranting and raving, and find ourselves follov
along ? That is not being tr
to be as Christians.

| made a discovery several years ago when | was at Stevenson UMC. The UMW ladies were

having a Valentineds party, so | had made up
one filling out a 6cardé with a grid with a n
names of significant women they knew in their et he woman who taught t
60t heir best female friendd, etc. The |l ast qu
emul at e?0

As | was filling out my own card, it occurre
wo man ; Il really want to be the woman that God
sel f. o

| find I have a real pet peeve, which is any time | find myself in a situation that causes me to

not be in charge of me! It doesndét happen t

working with unruly children; | totally lose my cool, and | use words that are simply inappropri-
ate for me use!] When that happens, | have not been true to myself. | disappoint everyone!
Polonius continued; saying,And it must foll ow, as the night
be f al se tltdoeafollpw. Midiaen wé are true to ourselves, then we are not false to
others, either. If we are acting as God has called us to act, then we are genuine people, whose
word can be trusted and whose actions follow our words.

In this time of Advent, as we watch and wait for the Christ, He will lead us daily to being the
children He has called us to be. Being O0tru

first true to being the people God has called us tdBeace and Pedastakarjorie

éa Keeping
| o
Y, Children
United Methodist

First
Children’s Home
Alabama and West Florida

United Met hodi sstamuliacility d
child and family services agency, which is part of the North Ala-
baman and the Alabama/West Florida Annual Conferences. The
main focus is providing safe and loving homes for abused and ne
glected children from any county in the state of Alabama or the F
ida panhandle. Children at the UMCH are raised from infants
through high schoolers in small famiike settings, giving the good,
solid foundations for Christian life and education.
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We are praying for Millie Whalen (in Florida)
Virginia Piner 7 Ken Kavanaugh (cancer)
Gordon & Pat Cottrell Ira Laney & Family

Tim and Jeannie Hardin George Weldon

Jim Patton (cancer) Kellye Davidson

John, Joe, & Mollie McCol- Kay Weiss -
pin Sara Jonasfor remission

Faye & Bosie Harris ' yaLlL21Sy oFTNPRY bSq

Huntsville Assistance Program (HAP)rTr eas ur erasoS r eport
ports that they gave 12/08.08: Update for Steward-

food to 134 families ship 2009 campaign: To date
last month. and that we have received pledges that

h ished amount to $76,586. This
they are astonishe represents $7934 more money
at the number of

_ in pledges than last year!
people, especially What a marvelous turn out!
new people, asking

Thanks to each and everyone who has re-
for food. sponded!

_ : . Also all leaders who are working with
Ifitis p035|ble, please b”ng boxec budget items, please submit your new budget

or canned goods to Highlands to &requests to Ray Lewis, our Finance Chair, for
in this ongoing need ! our new budget. Thank so much!
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