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From t he Pastor 60s

| chanced to step into a Christian bookstore last
week, and | made a surprising discovery! The store, whs
recently moved from across town, is beautifully put toge
with many, fun, interesting areas of great stuff, but (!) it ElEE
nothing for Advent! '

This is a Christian book store. Itis a place where’
should feel at home and comfortable with the surroundiy
't has much that is frien}
studies, familyfriendly material; stat®f-the-art materials .
for Christian play and study. But | began to feel like | was not welcome there'

| had come looking for an Advent study to offer to Highlanders. | found no such thing!
There was no such animal as an Advent study for adults. | asked a couple of employees about
such a study, and after trying to find anything about Advent, and having no success, they as-
sured me that they could find it on line, and order it for me. (I could do that at Cokesbury, of
course.)

As | continued through the store, I reali z
church©o.

[Sacramental churches (i.e.: Methodist; Presbyterian, Episcopal; Lutheran; Roman
Catholic) are those churches who place emphasis on God and what God is doifigifior us
creation; in sending the Christ; inviting us into relationship with God in Christ. Therefore we
celebrate! We include al/l people at the LORD
faith; and we celebrate the Christian Year with various seds@dsent; Christmas; Epiphany;
Lent; Easter; Pentecost; and Ordinary Time.)

Non-sacramental churches (i.e. Baptist, Evangelical Free, Bible churches) are ones who
pl ace their emphasis on the believer: Al hav
devoted to follow him.o Therefore to become
being able to articulate their faith in Christ. The result is a very committed church. (Nothing
wrong with that!)

The two church views are simply a differen
disagree. We are all part of the greater body of Christ in the world.]

We Sacramentalists are beginning the new Church Year (B) with Advent. We are look-
ing forward to the coming of Christ as the Incarnate One who came from heaven to take on
flesh and live among us to show us the way to heaven AND to await his final coming at the end
of the Age. Alleluia!

[By the way, we can get a daily Advent devotional on line at
http://www.upperroom.org/devotionaivhich comes from our General Board of Discipleship
on line.]

Happy Advent! Pastor Marjorie
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We are praying for Millie Whalen (in Florida)
Virginia Piner » 4 Ken Kavanaugh (cancer)
Gordon & Pat Cottrell Ira Laney & Family

Tim and Jeannie Hardin George Weldon

Jim Patton (cancer) Kellye Davidson

OQur HAP director wrote:
est blessings this month was being able to get
two homeless women into housing. Both

were divorced, working and each had three

-~ children. Through sometimes bad decisions

134 families last s but mostly just bad luck they had become

month, and that the\ ' homeless but now have roofs over their

are astonished at the heads. We continue to see more and more

number of people, espeC|aIIynewpe0|cn middle classo and client
asking for food. irst time.?d

If it is possible, please bring boxec An dl saw a sign..which said if you are

s not thankful, you mus
or canned goods to Highlands to ¢
in this orgoing need !

Huntsville Assis-
tance Program
(HAP) reports that
they gave food to
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