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From the Pastorôs Desk... 
   

 I chanced to step into a Christian bookstore last 

week, and I made a surprising discovery!  The store, which 

recently moved from across town, is beautifully put together 

with many, fun, interesting areas of great stuff, but (!) it had 

nothing for Advent!   

 This is a Christian book store. It is a place where I 

should feel at home and comfortable with the surroundings.  

It has much that is friendly to Christians: Bibles, pastorsô 

studies, family-friendly material; state-of-the-art materials 

for Christian play and study.  But I began to feel like I was not welcome there! 

 I had come looking for an Advent study to offer to Highlanders.  I found no such thing!  

There was no such animal as an Advent study for adults.  I asked a couple of employees about 

such a study, and after trying to find anything about Advent, and having no success, they as-

sured me that they could find it on line, and order it for me. (I could do that at Cokesbury, of 

course.) 

 As I continued through the store, I realized it is not a bookstore for the óSacramental 

churchô. 

 [Sacramental churches (i.e.: Methodist; Presbyterian, Episcopal; Lutheran; Roman 

Catholic) are those churches who place emphasis on God and what God is doing for usðin 

creation; in sending the Christ; inviting us into relationship with God in Christ.  Therefore we 

celebrate!  We include all people at the LORDôs Table; we baptize infants into the family of 

faith; and we celebrate the Christian Year with various seasonsðAdvent; Christmas; Epiphany; 

Lent; Easter; Pentecost; and Ordinary Time.) 

 Non-sacramental churches (i.e. Baptist, Evangelical Free, Bible churches) are ones who 

place their emphasis on the believer:  ñI have chosen Jesus Christ as my Lord and savior; I am 

devoted to follow him.ò  Therefore to become members they must be baptized, which includes 

being able to articulate their faith in Christ.  The result is a very committed church.  (Nothing 

wrong with that!) 

 The two church views are simply a difference in óemphasis, not on doctrine.  We donôt  

disagree.  We are all part of the greater body of Christ in the world.] 

 We Sacramentalists are beginning the new Church Year (B) with Advent.  We are look-

ing forward to the coming of Christ as the Incarnate One who came from heaven to take on 

flesh and live among us to show us the way to heaven AND to await his final coming at the end 

of  the Age.  Alleluia! 

  [By the way, we can get a daily Advent devotional on line at  

http://www.upperroom.org/devotional/, which comes from our General Board of Discipleship 

on line.] 

   Happy Advent! Pastor Marjorie 
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Coming up on December 7th:     

8:00 Menôs Breakfast: God's Preposterous Prob-

lem: that Justice will be Victorious   

9:30 Bible Explorers:  Zechariah, The Nagging 

QuestionéHow can I know that God's promise is true for 
me?  

DVD Class:  Jesus in the Gospels  
11:00 Worship: Hanging of the Greens  

http://www.upperroom.org/devotional/
http://www.humchurch.org/s_bltn.html
http://www.humchurch.org/s_bltn.html


Calendar Items Coming Up: 

 
 

      December 7   Hanging of the Greens 

      December 14   Fellowship Supper 

      December 21  Choir Cantata   

      December 24  (5:30) 

        Carols, Candles,& Communion   

      December 28           Worship  

        

We are praying for: 
Virginia Piner 
Gordon & Pat Cottrell 
Tim and Jeannie Hardin 
Jim Patton (cancer) 
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Huntsville Assis-

tance Program 

(HAP) reports that 

they gave food to 

134 families last 

month, and that they 

are astonished at the 

number of people, especially new people, 

asking for food.  

If it is possible, please bring boxed 

or canned goods to Highlands to aid 

in this on-going need !   

Highlands United Methodist Church 

3921 Broadmor Road, NW 

Huntsville, AL 35810 
Pastor Marjorie E. Palmer   cell:  256 426 1567 

Office Phone:  256 859 0160       

www .humchurch.org  

 email:  PastMidge613@knology.net 

Office Hours:  Mon 11-12; Wed 4-6 

Our HAP director wrote:  óOne of the great-

est blessings this month was being able to get 

two homeless women into housing.  Both 

were divorced, working and each had three 

children.  Through sometimes bad decisions 

but mostly just bad luck they had become 

homeless but now have roofs over their 

heads.  We continue to see more and more 

ñmiddle classò and clients coming for the 

first time.ô 

 And  óI saw a sign..which said if you are 

not thankful, you must be a turkey!ô 

 

 

 

      TOMMY MORRIS ð December 2d 

Millie Whalen (in Florida) 
Ken Kavanaugh (cancer) 
Ira Laney & Family 
George Weldon  
Kellye Davidson 
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